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Writer Amitav Ghosh has described the climate crisis as a “crisis 
of imagination”, calling on people to engage with the topic in 
their work. All Gone heeds that call as part of the artistic research 
programme Climate Futures: (Machine) learning from cli-fi by turning 
to science fiction. Using collections of climate novels (“cli-fi”) 
where science fiction meets natural disaster, algorithms are 
trained to write their own stories and provide us with reflective 
tools based on our own envisioning of what is to come. 
 
In this experiment researchers and designers in the Visual 
Methodologies Collective at the Amsterdam University of Applied 
Sciences team up with artificial intelligence to co-create 
parables and images that imagine futures living with climate 
change. The result is a tarot deck to use in conversation, in 
discussing policy change, and in creating derivative work such 
as audio stories, a video, a video performance, and a soundscape, 
all of which you find here.

For the Climate Futures programme, the Visual Methodologies 
Collective works with students from the Master Digital Design, 
CO-CB Minor Impact Storytelling, and the Communication and 
Media Design programme at Hogeschool van Amsterdam, and 
the University of Amsterdam Digital Methods Initiative. Climate 
Futures is kindly supported by CoECI, Centre of Expertise for 
Creative Innovation. The wall tapestry was made in collaboration 
with Amsterdam Fashion Institute (AMFI) and the research group 
Fashion Research & Technology at the Fieldlab 3D Knit. 

The All Gone exhibition at FLOOR is made possible by UvA Green 
Office and CoECI, Centre of Expertise for Creative Innovation. 

For more information visit www.visualmethodologies.org.

www.visualmethodologies.org/floor



All Gone Deck: How to Use and Why

Purpose: The All Gone deck co-created by the Visual 
Methodologies Collective and artificial intelligence 
trained on Western climate-fiction novels can be used 
to identify strategies for living with climate change. 
How might a deck based on these stories help us sit-
uate ourselves in relation to the climate, and envision 
futures within it?

Instructions: Try out one or more of the following read-
ings or dream up your own, recording your thoughts 
on the notes page in the booklet to share with friends 
or reflect on later.

Reading 1: mirror, mirror
Pick a card that speaks to you. Take your time to look 
at it and read the text. What attracts you to this card? 
Does it spark a particular emotion? What details set 
your imagination in motion? Do the words help or hin-
der your understanding of it?

Reading 2: one of these days
Pick a card that makes you think about a day in the 
future. Which elements of the card make you travel in 

time? Is it a future you’d like to live in or that you fear? 
What is happening? Does it make you think of some-
thing that is happening now (events, politics, news, etc.) 
that leads to that future? Or do you maybe feel related to 
that scenario through some personal experience? How 
does the text help or obstruct these feelings?

Reading 3: dream landscape
Think about a place dear to your heart. It could be 
anything from your hometown to a forest, your fa-
vourite beach, or a remote location you just visited 
once. Pick a card that represents your wishes for that 
place, in a future with a changing climate. Which 
elements show how that place will survive, be visited, 
thrive, and struggle in the future? Which phrases or 
words in the text help provide possible strategies or 
clarity on this future?

Reading 4: advantages and disadvantages
Think about an aspect of the life of the town in which 
you now live – for example, the housing, transpor-
tation, social life, or food system. Imagine how this 
aspect might evolve in a future with a changing 
climate. Pick one card that describes the advantages 
you imagine that future could have, and one for the 

disadvantages you might face. Afterward, consider 
how the text could inform your ways of dealing with 
each of these.  

Reading 5: situation and obstacle
Think about a goal you have in your life and choose 
a card that best represents it. Then, consider what 
obstacles you now face in getting there, and choose 
a second card. How do the images work against each 
other? Where can they meet? Do the texts identify a 
possible path from one to the next where the obstacle 
becomes an informative stop along the way?

Reading 6: postcard from the future
Think of a specific question you have about the 
future within a three-month period, distinct context 
(say, your job), and contingency (for instance, how 
food systems affect a relationship or place). Take one 
card that best represents each of three stages of the 
possible answer: the past (beginning), present (con-
flict), and future (resolution). Look at the cards. Who 
is this story about? How do the images and texts in-
form the protagonist’s relation to their environment? 
Is there an interspecies element to this story, or not? 
Without judgment, observe how you feel.www.visualmethodologies.org/floor


